THE LETTER OF INFORMATION № 1.

Russian State Hydrometeorological University together with the Department of World Politics of the School of International relations of St.Petersburg State University is going to conduct the Third International Conference “Problems of Teaching the History of the Second World War”

The first Conference took place in St.Petersburg in May, 1995.
The second Conference was also conducted in St.Petersburg in May, 2005.
 More than 250 historians from educational and scientific research institutions from many cities of Russia and CIS as well as representatives from the US, Australia, Italy, France  Finland, etc. participated in these events. 

The materials of the first and the second Conferences were published as a book of summaries of the Conferences.

The third Conference will be conducted in St.Petersburg in May (6 – 9), 2010. 
The aim of the third Conference “Problems of Teaching of the History of the Second World War” is to exchange the experience of teaching this tragic five years period of our history bearing in mind newly appearing documents, information, discussions and points of view of historians, politicians and civil society.
In the frames of the Conference the following topics are to be discussed:

· Europe and the World between the two World Wars: why it became impossible to prevent the Second World War.
· Main events of the Second World War before June, 1941.
·  The Great Patriotic War of the Soviet People (1941 – 1945)
· Science and Culture during the Second World War
· Main military events at the European theatre of the war.
· Pacific Front in 1941 - 1945
· Great Antifascist Coalition: USSR, USA and Great Britain
· The results of the Second World War: Yalta-Potsdam system, its history and the present day.
· The Cold War: was it predictable or happened because the mistakes of politicians? 
· Modern world: problems of safety and international cooperation 

· New challenges and threats in the XXI century
The main role in conducting all three Conferences is played by the Department of Social and Humanitarian Sciences of The Russian State Hydrometeorological University. The materials of the third International Conference “Problems of teaching the History of the Second World War” will be published as a book of summaries. 
Working language of the Conference is Russian, English and French. All the materials  sent to the Organizing Committee in English, French and other languages will be translated into Russian. Oral presentations will be also translated.
Those who will be interested to participate in the Conference have to: 
On getting the Letter of information № 1 to inform the Organizing Committee of her/his intention to take part in its work not later than November, 25, 2009.
In a week you will get a form of a participant which you have to fill mentioning whether you will need to get a visa and to send back to the Organizing Committee not later than December, 15, 2009.

Up to March, 1, 2010 it will be necessary to send the abstracts of your presentation (not more than 7 pages) 

Not later than March, 30, 2010 you will get an official invitation with the working days of the Conference (May, 6 -9, 2010) and the Draft of the Conference Programme. 

Registration fee for the participants of the Conference is 125 US dollars or 100 Euros which is paid to the Organizing Committee at the registration on the first day of the Conference. 
Do not forget to pay your attention to the following:
· You materials of the Conference will be published in the case if you take part in its work (May, 6 -9, 2010)
· It is necessary to be in the frames of the above mentioned time schedule
To send the letter concerning your intention to participate in the Conference not later than November, 25, 2009.
To send the filled form of a participant not later that December, 15, 2009 (do not forget to mention if you need a visa)

           To send the abstracts of your presentation (not more than 7 pages)not later than    March, 1, 2010. 
· Oral presentation shall nor exceed 20 minutes.
· The Organizing Committee can not cover you transportation and accommodation expenses. 

· Visitors to Russia generally need entry visa. If You need a visa, please submit to the Organizing Committee of the Conference a duly filled in participant form and a copy of the main page of your passport with photo at least three months in advance of the official opening of the Conference (Fax # : +7-812-444-60-90). This information will be needed to send you an official invitation letter to the Conference which you will provide with other necessary papers to the Russian Embassy or Consulate in your country while making an official visa application. At the homepage of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia http://www.mid.ru/zu_r.nsf/straconsweb you can find a link to your country’s Embassy or Consulate to download and print the visa application form and know more about the application procedures. <http://www.mid.ru/zu_r.nsf/straconsweb>. The Organizing Committee will help you receiving visa. Feel free to contact the Committee.
Looking forward to get your letters.

We will highly appreciate your being in the time frames of the preparatory stage of the Conference. Do not be late as it will make problems to the activities of the Organizing Committee.

Organizing Committee of the Conference:
Chairperson – Rector of RSHMU, professor Lev N.Karlin
Со-chairperson – Head of the Department of Social and Humanitarian Science of RSHM  - Ass.Professor Andrey A.Alimov
Members of the Committee: Sergey N. Rudnik, Ass. professor
                                       Sophia A. Abezgauz – Ass.Professor
                                        Maria V. Zajtseva – Senior Lecturer
                                        Elena V.Stetsko – Ass. Professor
Editorial Board of the Conference:
Sokolov Valeriy V. - Professor
Sudarikov Andrey M. – Professor

Kuznetsov Sergej V. – Ass.Professor 

E-mail addresses of the Organizing Committee  KСGS@RSHU.RU
                                                                             alim@ peterlink.ru
